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transferred cases involving the public press to the jurisdiction of local higher courts (sudebnaia palata); crimes against the state, by virtue of a law of June 7, 1872, were tried by a special court of the Senate; a law of August 9, 1878, gave governors-general and military governors discretionary powers to direct the trial by military courts of cases involving resistance to lawful authorities or attempts against the life of officials. A law of May 19, 1871, entrusted to the security police (gen-darmery) the preliminary investigation of crimes against the state and empowered the Crown to decide such cases without a trial A law of April 17, 1863, abolishing the worst forms of corporal punishment, revolutionized the penal system, hut it did not entirely do away with flogging. Flogging was retained among the penalties inflicted upon the peasants by die township courts, in disciplinary battalions of the armed forces, and as a punishment for deportees and prisoners, including women, in Siberia. It remained the accepted method used by the police in exacting arrears from the peasants and in quelling public disturbances. Among the defenders of corporal punishment, whose efforts were partly responsible for the retention of flogging, was Count Panin, for twenty years minister of justice, and the Metropolitan Philaret, author of the flowery emancipation manifesto.
In spite of these violations of both the spirit and the letter of the 1864 statutes, the post-reform courts were immeasurably superior to their predecessors. The personnel of the tribunals established under the regime of Zamiatin comprised men of learning, integrity, and devotion to duty. They succeeded in building a tradition that subsequent government pressure was never able completely to destroy. Within the sphere of their jurisdiction the courts proved reasonably efficient, businesslike, and honest. If the reform failed to make the Russian's home his castle, it was because real guarantees of individual rights against administrative arbitrariness are incompatible with the very nature of the autocratic authoritarian state* The reform had to its credit the establishment of a bar which attracted progressive and well educated lawyers and in later years produced many leaders of the liberal movement
THE ARMY
The state of the Russian army in the 1850's was as lamentable as that of local government and,the courts. The Crimean War had proved that sheer'weight of totf power and perfection of drilling, so inapres-